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Introduction 
 

About Gordon Neal Herman 

Gordon is multi-talented musician – a pianist, composer and musicologist.   

He is a classically trained pianist who plays jazz, and, in his younger years, played in a heavy 

metal progressive rock band. In his performance career, he has led jazz rock and fusion 

bands and even did a short stint in a country band.  He currently leads two jazz trios and 

works as a soloist. 

As a composer, Gordon has written numerous works in various styles.  In 1996, he was part of a national 

residency in musical theater sponsored by the NEA and has worked on several music theater projects.  

He has released several CDs of original compositions. 

Gordon’s career as a musicologist began in the mid-1970s when he did research into the history of jazz 

in Los Angeles.  For this research, Gordon did field interviews with 11 musicians who played in Los 

Angeles from 1915 to 1955.  These interviews are now part of the Digital Repository at California State 

University – Long Beach. 

 Gordon has been teaching music history since 1981.  He was the visiting lecturer in American Music 

History at the University of Wisconsin – Whitewater in 1984 - 1985 and has taught at University of 

Idaho, Portland State University, Linfield College and Marylhurst University. In the 1990s, he was a 

lecturer for the Elderhostel program, and in the 2000s was part of the Portland, OR. OASIS program.  He 

currently freelances his music presentations.  

About the presentations 

These presentations are on a laptop in PowerPoint format and are 50 minutes to an 

hour in length. Where ever possible, original videos and recordings are used.  

Technical requirements for a presentation are a large screen TV or projector system 

that has an HDMI input. 

 

Contact information: 

Gordon Neal Herman 

503-234-3591 

gnh@AnotherTimeMusic.com 

Part Historian, part entertainer Gordon's presentations are always a highlight on our monthly calendar! 
In addition, this year we have added him to our Friday Happy Hour rotation as one of their favorite 
pianists! 
 
Christy Charnquist 
Life Enrichment Director 
The Springs at Tanasbourne 

 

http://symposia.library.csulb.edu/iii/cpro/CollectionViewPage.external;jsessionid=E9AD176910B4FDBCF026CEC0AD5E898E?lang=&sp=1000063&suite=def
http://symposia.library.csulb.edu/iii/cpro/CollectionViewPage.external;jsessionid=E9AD176910B4FDBCF026CEC0AD5E898E?lang=&sp=1000063&suite=def
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Americana 

 
Doin’ the Cakewalk: The Story of Ragtime 

Ragtime began in the midwest in the late 1800s and is the first musical style 

from the African-American culture. By the early 1900s, it and  the Cakewalk 

dance, were a national craze in the dance halls and the musical stage.  This 

presentation will cover the rise of Ragtime to a national passion.    

John Philip Sousa: More Than the March King 

Known as the March King, Sousa's impact upon American music scene went far 

beyond his marching band music.  Sousa composed operettas penned social 

commentary and even wrote juvenile fiction. This presentation will trace Sousa’s rise 

from a Marine Corps apprenticed musician to a beloved American figure.  

 

Scott Joplin: The King of Ragtime 

Scott Joplin became known as the King of Ragtime with the publication of his 

piano piece Maple Leaf Rag but fell into obscurity before he died.  Through 

music, pictures and videos, this presentation will trace Joplin’s rise to fame, fall to 

obscurity and how he reemerged as an American Cultural icon. 

Stars and Stripes Forever: The Story of the American Marching Bands 

From the Revolutionary war to modern times, marching bands have been an 

integral part of American music.  This presentation will cover the beginnings 

in colonial days to the rise of marching bands as popular music status in the 

early 1900s with John Phillip Sousa, the March King, and where marching 

bands today in American culture.   

Stephen Foster: First Professional Song Writer 

 
In his short life, Stephen Foster composed hundreds of songs with “Camp Town 

Races” and “Oh! Suzanna,” sung by school children and “Beautiful Dreamer” and “I 

Dream of Jeannie” known internationally.  His music reflects the changing musical 

taste in mid-1800 America that saw the rise of the Minstrel shows and the American 

music publishing business.  This presentation will reveal how Foster became both the first well 

know American songwriter and first professional songwriter. 
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Country Music 
 

Roy Rogers and Dale Evans: The King and Queen of Western music and film 

Before meeting, Roy Rogers and Dale Evans each had successful solo careers.  After 

they teamed up, they became a legendary duo through their movies, TV shows, 

recordings and personal appearances.  Through videos and recordings, this 

presentation will trace their rise from individual performers to a magical team that 

enchanted millions. 
 

Hank Williams: The story of tragic star. 

 

Singer-songwriter Hank Williams is considered one of the most influential 

performers and song writers of American popular music. He started his career at 

age 14 scoring 35 top ten country hits before alcohol and drug abuse ended his 

life at 29.  His meteoric career will be illustrated with recordings and film. 

 

 

The Carter Family: First Family of Country Music 

 

From A.P., Sara, and Maybelle Carter to the Carter Sisters to the Carter Family III, the 

Carter Family has been making country music for nearly a century.  Their impact on 

country music is immeasurable from Maybelle Carter’s guitar picking style to the body 

of music that they contributed to American popular music. 

 

 

 

Woody Guthrie: The Dust Bowl Troubadour 

  

Writer of “This Land is Your Land” and father of Arlo Guthrie, Woody Guthrie is 

considered a significant figure in American Folk Music and was seen as voice for 

the common man.  His songs range from the plight of migrants to political activist 

songs.  This presentation will trace his colorful life. 

 

 

 

Pete Seeger: The Power of Song 

 

From a member of the folk group The Weavers to a solo career, Pete Seeger was 

a major figure of American Folk Music.   
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Jazz 
 

Artie Shaw: A Complex Man 

 

Called the “King of the Clarinetist,” Artie Shaw was a popular big band leader in the 

30s and 40s.  He was also a celebrity with his off-stage personal life garnering as 

much attention as his music.  His life will be illustrated with music and videos.  

 

Benny Goodman: The King of Swing 

Benny Goodman began performing on clarinet as a teenager.  Over the course of his 

career, he is credited with the beginning of the Swing Era and the commissioning of 

several modern classical works for the clarinet.  This presentation will cover his rise 

from child star to becoming a major force in American music. 

 

Charlie Parker: The Tragic Genius 

 

Charlie (Bird) Parker is considered one the most influential in figures in jazz. He is 

credited with creating the style of jazz known as Bebop. His playing style was major 

influence on post WW II jazz in general and on saxophone players specifically 

despite being a drug addict. This presentation will cover his short but brilliant life.  

Count Basie: Keeping the Beat 

Count Basie began his musical career on the vaudeville circuit and then became a 

dance band leader.  This presentation traces his life from New Jersey to Kansas 

City to international fame as one of the major big band leaders of the swing era.  

 

 

Dizzy Gillespie: An Iconic Figure  

 

John “Dizzy” Gillespie is well known for his upward bent trumpet bell and puffed-

out cheeks. More than just a visual figure, he helped shape the course of post WW 

II jazz. He is considered one of the founders of the style of Bebop jazz and 

pioneered incorporating Afro-Cuban rhythms into jazz. This presentation will trace 

his long and storied career.  

 

The Dorsey Brothers: Together and Apart 

 

From their early youth, Jimmy and Tommy Dorsey were working musicians.  

During the 20s and early 30s, they performed with many of the major bands before 

forming their own band.  Sibling rivalry tore the Dorsey Brothers band apart leading 

to them having separate bands before they eventually reunited.  
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Duke Ellington: Sophisticated Jazz 

Ellington was considered a great composer and band leader who brought a 

sophisticated style to the big band era.  This presentation will talk about his start in 

Washington D.C. to his success as a band leader and how his career grew after the 

end of the big band era.  

Glenn Miller: Tragic Star 

 

Glenn Miller was a beloved big band leader.  He began his career in the late 1910s, 

worked with a variety of bands and helped organize the Dorsey Brothers band 

before forming his own band.  His career was cut short during WWII when the 

airplane he was on disappeared over the English Channel.   

 

Louis Armstrong: Jazz Legend 

Louis Armstrong was a trumpet player who is considered the first great jazz musician 

yet when he died most people knew him as a popular singer.  This presentation will 

trace the career of this genius from his youth in New Orleans to his worldwide fame 

and how he evolved from a trumpet player to a singer.  

Miles Davis: The Great Innovator 

Miles Davis career stretched from 1946 to 1991. He started playing with Charlie 

Parker as a 19-year-old and developed into one of the greatest names of jazz. During 

the course of his career, he pioneered several new styles of jazz and his bands 

spawned many talented musicians.   

The Myth of New Orleans and the Birthplace of Jazz 

How did the myth of New Orleans as the birthplace of jazz begin? Where did the 

name Jazz come from? How did jazz become a fad in the 1920s? These and other 

questions about the birth of jazz will be answered by this presentation.                          

     Paul Whiteman: The King of Jazz 

Known as the King of Jazz in the 1920s, Paul Whiteman was one of the most popular 

musicians of his day. His band featured some of the great musicians of his time and he 

help propel George Gershwin into history.  This presentation will show how 

Whiteman became one of the major figures of the 1920s.  

 

Thelonious Monk: The Inventive Pianist.  

 

A self-taught pianist, Thelonious Monk helped in forging Bebop. During much of 

his early career, he labored in obscurity and critical disdain. By the sixties, his 

genius was recognized by his contemporaries and the musical world honored him 

with the creation of the Thelonious Monk Institute of Jazz. This presentation will 

explore this iconoclastic pianist career. 
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Musical Theater 
 

Cole Porter 

Cole Porter was one of the few music theater creators who wrote both music and 

lyrics for his shows. His songs have become part of the great American Songbook 

and he is known for his sophisticated songs with bawdy lyrics.  

George Gershwin: First American Genius 

From popular music to the Broadway stage to the concert hall, George Gershwin was 

a musical powerhouse.  In his short life, Gershwin covered more musical ground 

than most in a longer life. His life will be illustrated with musical, picture and video 

examples.  

 

George M. Cohan 

Cohan was an American entertainer, playwright, composer, lyricist, actor, singer, 

dancer and producer. Known as "the man who owned Broadway" in the decade before 

World War I, he is considered the father of American musical comedy.  

 

           Gilbert and Sullivan 

The English Musical theater writing team of Gilbert and Sullivan created some 

of the most beloved English language musicals.  Their musicals have had a 

lasting impact upon the American musical scene. From HMS Pinafore to the 

Mikado, their musicals are performed from High School theater groups to 

professional troupes. 

 

Irving Berlin 

Berlin is considered one of the greatest song writers in history having written some 

1,500 songs. Dozens of his songs became not only hits but iconic songs such as “God 

Bless America” and “White Christmas.” This presentation will trace how Berlin 

became a musical legend.  

 

Jerome Kern 

 

Jerome Kern is considered one of the great musical theater composers and song 

writers.  His musical “Showboat” became the first great American Musical and many 

of his songs have become part of the great American Songbook.   
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Rodgers and Hammerstein: The Golden Years of Broadway 

From their first collaboration in the early 40s until the early 60s, these two men 

defined the Broadway Blockbuster with many of their musicals becoming beloved 

classics.  This presentation will cover their early careers before they teamed up and 

then how their collaboration reshaped the American Musical.  

 

Rodgers and Hart: Jazz Age Song Writing Team 

From their earliest collaborations until Lorenz Hart’s death, Rodgers and Hart 

were one of the dominant song writing teams of the 20s and 30s. Their musicals 

dominated Broadway and were mainstays of the early Hollywood movie 

musicals.  This presentation will chart the rise and fall of this important song 

writing duo. 

Victor Herbert 

An Irish born cellist and composer; Herbert made his name in the new world 

composing works like Naughty Marietta.  He also helped form American 

Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers. This presentation will trace his 

career in America.  
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Performers 
  

Al Jolson 

Called the world’s greatest entertainer, Al Jolson was the star of the first commercial 

talking motion picture.  His career extended from vaudeville as a black face singer, to 

an early recording artist, radio star and even TV.  

 

B.B. King: Master Blues Guitarist 

 

From his humble childhood growing up in rural Mississippi, Riley “B.B.” 

King became a world-famous guitarist singing and playing the blues.  His 

career included being an R&B radio announcer, knowing Elvis, and 

having his career revived twice.  This presentation will cover his path to 

stardom. 

Billie Holiday: The Tragic Life of Lady Day 

 

Billie Holiday’s began as a teenager singing in Harlem in the mid-1930s. 

From the earliest days of her career, she regularly performed with such 

greats as Count Basie, Duke Ellington, and Artie Shaw.  She is celebrated 

as one of the great early jazz vocalists. 

 
Bing Crosby 

Bing Crosby was the bestselling musical performer prior to the rise of rock and roll.  

His career included being a radio show host, acting in movies, investing in reel to reel 

recording technology, and influencing a generation of singers like Frank Sinatra.   

 

Ella Fitzgerald: Queen of Jazz 

 

Ella Fitzgerald is one of the great jazz singers of all time.  From her start with the 

Chick Webb band to her long solo career, Ella caught the attention of both the 

audience and musicians. This program will trace her rise from homeless teenager to 

universally loved, scat singing jazz star. 

 

Elvis: The King of Rock and Roll 

On the historic Ed Sullivan TV Show, Elvis brought Rock and Roll into 

American living rooms and became crown the King of Rock and Roll. From his 

days as an early rockabilly artist to his international fame, this presentation will 

trace his meteoric rise and tragic end with music and video.  
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Frank Sinatra: Old Blue Eyes 

Sinatra was the first great post WWII singing star. He rose to fame with the Tommy 

Dorsey band, became a solo vocalist recording star, and acted in movies and on TV.  

His stormy personal live was fodder for the gossip papers.  This presentation will 

trace the ups and downs of Old Blue eyes. 

 

Fred Astaire: The Aristocrat of Dance 

 

From dancing on stage with his sister Adele to dancing with Ginger Rogers and 

others on the silver screen, Fred Astaire brought dance in the movie musicals to its 

pinnacle.  Video clips from throughout his movie and TV career will be used to 

illustrate his dance talents. 

 

Gene Kelly: The Proletariat of Dance 

 

Gene Kelly had a varied career.  Starting with his appearing with his family on stage to 

dancing on the silver screen to directing movies, Kelly’s career covered a great deal of 

territory. Through video clips, this presentation will trace Gene Kelly’s career. 

 

Hoagy Carmichael: His Stardust Charmed Life 

 

Hoagy Carmichael life reads like a plot a from a movie.  He performed with major 

bands, hobnobbed with major musical figures and appeared in films with big stars.  

Along the way, he composed “Stardust” and “Georgia on My Mind.”  From his days 

as a jazz performer to his work in Hollywood, the life and times of Hoagy Carmichael 

will be presented in video and music.  

 

Jimi Hendrix: Rock Guitar Legend 

Hendrix was a seminal figure in the evolving of Rock and Roll into Rock music.  His 

guitar playing transformed the way the instrument was played and influenced 

countless guitarists.  Through video and music clips, this presentation will show the 

impact that Jimi Hendrix had on the world of music.  

Judy Garland: The Star Who Took Us Over the Rainbow 

 

As Dorothy in the Wizard of Oz, Judy Garland endeared herself to the movie going 

audience by showing us the way over the rainbow.  But her life was far from happy.  

From her days as a child star to her tragic death, this presentation will trace her far 

from fairy tale life. 

 

Nat King Cole: The Man with the Golden Voice 

 

Nat King Cole began his career as a jazz pianist leading a piano trio in the 1930s. In 

the 40s, he became a singing pop star. He became a trailblazer in the 50s with the first 

national TV show by a black artist.  From jazz pianist to pop star, this presentation 

will trace Nat King Cole’s career in music and video. 
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Sarah Vaughan: The Devine One 

 

Sarah Vaughan began her 45-year career as a teenager playing piano and 

singing in Newark, NJ clubs in the early 40s.  By the late 40s, she was a 

singing star performing with Dizzy Gillespie and Charlie Parker earning 

her the title of Queen of Bebop.   By the end of her career, she was a 

major influence on jazz vocalists. 
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Classical Figures 
 

Aaron Copland 

Copland is one of America’s beloved classical composers.  His compositions 

“Appalachian Spring” and “Rodeo” have become staples of the modern orchestra 

repertoire.  This presentation will cover his rise from starving composer to 

international musical figure.   

Leonard Bernstein: American Superstar of Classical Music 

With his last-minute replacement of Bruno Walter conducting the New York 

Philharmonic, Bernstein’s was propelled into stardom.  He became well known as a 

conductor, a composer of both classical music and theater music, and a beloved 

music educator.  This presentation will explore his career through recordings and 

video.  

 

 

 

Robert and Clara Schumann and Johannes Brahms: A Trio of Greats 

This presentation uses the relationship between the Schumanns and 

Brahms to explore classical music during the mid to late 1800s.  All 

three were well known performers and developed reputations as 

composers.  They were also central figures in the musical controversies 

of their day. 
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Series 
 

The Music Goes Round and Round: The Rise of Tin Pan Alley. (2 sessions) 

Tin Pan Alley is the name given to the American Music Publishing industry.  

From the 1889s to the early 1950s, Tin Pan Alley dominated the 

entertainment business.  This presentation will cover how Tin Pan Alley came 

into existence and shaped American music. 

 

From Operetta to the American Musical (3 sessions) 

This presentation will cover the origins of the American 

Musical from Colonial days to current times. 

 

Part 1: From Colonial days to “The Black Crook.” 

 

Part 2: From Gilbert and Sullivan’s “HMS Pinafore” to Gershwin’s “Porgy and Bess.” 

 

Part 3: The Golden Age of Broadway to the Present: From Rogers and Hammerstein to 

Sondheim and Webber. 

 

From Marching Bands to Big Bands: The Story of Early Jazz (3 sessions) 

This presentation traces how the combining of marching bands and ragtime 

gave rise to Dixieland jazz and how the big bands grew out of the dance band 

movement discovering jazz.  

 

The Birth of American Music: From 1880 to 1920 (3 sessions) 

This three-part presentation covers how this 40-year period gave rise to most of 

American Music styles:  Jazz, Ragtime, Marching Bands, Blues, Tin Pan Alley, and 

Musical Theater as well as the development of the American Classical music scene.  

 
The History of American Film Music (3 sessions) 

 

This series will cover the history of film music in America from the first 

attempts to add music to films through the orchestral masterpieces of the middle 

of the 1900s to the modern scores of today.  

 

 The Beatles: The Long and Winding Road (3 sessions) 

 

They started as a group of English lads imitating American rock and roll and 

evolved into the band that changed the musical landscape.  Along with producer 

George Martin, their albums redefined recording. This presentation will trace the 

rise of the Beatles from Liverpool dance band to international phenomenon and 

their post Beatles careers.  
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Classical Music Series 
The following are all 3-part series. 

Beethoven 

Ludwig Beethoven transcends the most serious aliment a musician can face – 

deafness – to become the quintessential romantic figure.  This series traces his 

career from a brilliant young performer to towering figure in the music world.    

Haydn 

Joseph Haydn started out as a street musician.  By the end of his long career, he had 

become Papa Haydn, the composer who had help shape Classical Music.  He was a 

mentor to Mozart and a teacher of Beethoven.  This series will trace how he became 

the grand master of classical music.  

J.S. Bach 

Johann Sebastian Bach is a study in contrasts.  He was a church composer who 

wrote great secular music.  His greatest keyboard works were written as teaching 

pieces. Considered by his contemporaries to be an old fashion composer, he 

nearly disappeared from history but now considered one of the greatest 

composers who ever lived. This series will trace his impact upon the musical 

world from his time to present.  

Mozart 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart musical career began as a child music star and developed 

into that of a renowned composer.  This series will trace his career from when he 

toured with his sister performing for the royal courts of Europe to becoming one of 

the most famous composers of all time.   

 

Wagner 

Richard Wagner had a huge impact upon music in drama, not only in his day but into 

the 20
th

 Century.  This series will trace how his ideas about how music and drama 

challenged his contemporaries but also how it shaped the music used in movies.   
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Specialty Presentations 
 

A Bing Crosby Christmas 

 

Bing Crosby introduced several different Christmas songs to the public including 

White Christmas.  This presentation uses videos of Crosby singing Christmas songs 

to celebrate the season. 

 

 

A Musical Salute to Veterans 

 

This presentation salutes American Veterans through a variety of music videos.  From 

Yankee Doodle Dandy and other popular songs to the service hymns of the 5 

branches of the military, we salute those who served our country. 

 

 

12 Songs of Christmas 

 

A look at the stories behind 12 of our favorite Christmas songs illustrated with 

videos.  

 

 

 

The Car in American Popular music 

 

From its earliest days, the car has been a part of American popular music.  A 

look at how the car was portrayed in early 1900s popular music.  

 


